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Minority
firms making
mark in

S. Jersey

By ERIK SCHWARTZ
Courier-Post Staff

John Erving’'s business is
growing.

His greeting cards are already
popular among African-Ameri-
can shoppers throughout the
mid-Atlantic states, where more
than 40 Pathmark supermarkets
carry the line.

Now, the Lavwnside resident’s
12-year-old company. JonMar
Creations Inc., is about to expand
ita afferings into some 500 CVS
pharmacy stores, up from 200 last
vear,

“We're moving along pretty
well,” said Erving, 58, who once
worked for American Greetings
Corp., now his rival along with
Hallmark Cards Inc. in the muldti-
billion-dollar greeting card in-
dustrv.

Jonhlar has but a tiny frac-
tion of a market dominated by
the giants, but the niche is lucra-
tive.

“We compete with them every
day, and we're still standing,”
Erving said.

JonMar is one of an estimalted
36,000 black-ovwmed businesses in
Naew Jersey that generated $3.2
billion worth of revenue in 2002,
accordimg to the most recent data
available from the US. Census
Bureau.

Nearly a fifth of black-owned
businesses statewide were in
Camden County., the census
found.

One of the bigger ones is a 150-
employee firm in Camden called
Phacil, founded by engineesr and
former information-technology
(sjystems executive Ratael Colla-
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The new Fertility Center, loca
couples in a comprehensive,
an in-vitro fertilization laborat

Dr. Louis R. Manars

parenthood possible for 1

* [VF and all innovative new tre:
The in-house IVF laboratory e
additional treatments includin:
fertilization, an egg donor proi
carrier program.

e Artificial Insemination

* |Insurance welcome

* Evening appointments availat

¢ Convenient location

Board Certified in Reproductive Endoc

For an appointment call
200A Rt. 73 = VVoorhees, NJ
www.louismanara.com
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